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1. Background 

In lhe Reporl of rhe Secrelary General 011 lhe EffeClive Funclioning 01' Nalional 
Il1slilulions and Regional Árrangemenls (UCN.4/2006/ 102), lhe ICC Chairperson and 
regional chairs "'ere requesled lo dran an ICC posilioll nn the relorm process. I)uring Ihe 
171h session 01' lhe ICC 12 - 13 !\pril 20()() il was uecideu lhal a Working (iroup 
consisling 01' one represcnlalive I'rom each regional group 01' NIIR Is should prepare such 
a draf't ICC posilion on lhe role 01' NHRls in the Human Rights Council by Is i June 2006. 
lhis doculllenl incluues lhe resulls oflhi s work. 

2. Introduction 
Nalional Human RighlS Inslilulions represenl a recognized means whereby Slales can 
work more elTectively to guaranlee human righls within their jurisdiclions. As 
inderendenl aulhorilies eslablished by law and ensuring a pluralisl represenlalíon ni" 
social force s involved in lhe promotion and protection of human righls we are devoled lo 
lhe promolion 01' inlernalional human righls inslrumenls al lhe national level and lo Ihe 
proleclion o f' lhe righls cnshri ned in lhem wi lh in our counlri es lhrough e freel i ve human 
righls imrlclllelllalion. 

lhe Uniled Nalions ha s recognizcd lhis imporlanl role 01' Nalional 1·luman I~ighls 

Inslilulions. The United Nalions Paris Principies' srecify lhat NHRls should contribulc lo 
lhe rerolts which SlalCs are required lo submil to Uniled Nalions bodles and commitlees. 
and lo regional inslilulions, pursuanl lo their treaty obligalions ando where necessary. lo 
express al1 opinion on lhe subjecL wilh due respecl fór lheir independence. Furlhermore, 
lhc Paris Principies also establish lhe mandalc lor NIIRls 10 cooperale with lhe Uniled 
Nations and any olher organizalion in the United Nalions system, lhe regional inslilulions 
and lhe nalional inslilutions of other counlries lhat are competenl in lhe areas 01' lhe 
promolion and proleclion 01' human righls. 

In vie\,,' 01' lhe general objeclives 01' lhe Human Righls Council of slrcnglhcning lhe 
prolllolion or the fuI! implemenlalion of human righls obligalions and cOlllmilmenls by 
Slales, N H R I s play an ind ispensable role in relalion lO: 

• 	 Advising lhe slale on lhe scope and irnplemenlalioll or ilS human righls 
obligalion s; 

• 	 Following-up on lhe rccommcndalions orlhe Uniled Nalions bodies; 

• 	 Educaling and building capaeily on human righls al nalionallevel 

I */'U/"I.I /'/"il1cifl/C.I delined al Ihe lirsl Inlernalional Workshop on Nalional Inslilulions l"or lile PrOlllolion 
and I'rotection 01" Human Rights in Pari s 7-9 Octobcr 1991, adopted by Human Rights Cornl1lission 
I{esollllion 1992/54, 1992 and General Asscrnbly Rcsolulion 48/1 14,1991. 
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• 	 Condueting publie inforrnation eampaigns on the aetivities ofthe international 

human rights system whieh shall inelude the Human Rights Couneil. 

• 	 Supporting and partieipating in the monitoring and investigation 01' lhe 
elTeeti veness o f human rights proteetion at national and regional levels: 

• 	 f)oeul1lenling lhe national human righls siluation : 

3. 	 Arrangemcnts for NHRIs in the Human Rights Council 
General Assembly resolution 60/251 establishing the Human Rights Couneil providcs a 
clear mandate fol' the partieipation of NHRls as observers in the UN Human Righls 
Couneil , in stating that the Couneil will: 
"lI'ork in c!ose cooperalion in Ihe field o( hlll/lUl1 righls lI'ilh f. ..} naliol1a! hllma!1 rigills 
i!1slillll;o/l.' ·· (3rt. 5 (h)); and 
.. Tite /J(Jrl icipal iO/1 o( and consullal ion wil h observers. including f. ..) nal¡o!1a! hllma/1 
righls inslilulions f. ..} shall he hased on arrangemenls and praclices ohserved hy Ihe 
('ol11l11issio!1 0/1 /-fllman Righls. II'hi!e e!1sllring Ihe l110sl e(feclive CO!1lrihllliol1 o(lhese 
enlilies" (art. I 1) 

In aceordanee with the resolution, it is expeeted that the arrangements for NHRI 
partieipation in the Human Rights Council and its subsidiary bodies will be based on the 
existing arrangements observed by the Commi ssion on Human Rights as refleeted in its 
resolution 2005/74, namely that: 

• 	 NHRls fully aeeredited by the International Coordinating Committee 01" 
National Human Rights Institutions (ICC) on recommendation of its 
Aecreditation Subcommiuee. i.e. with A status, alld coordinating eommitlees 
01' su eh (ICC and regional coordinating bodies) where they are representing 
their eonstituent NHRls are permitted to speak under all items of tlle 
Council's agenda. 

16th o 	 At the session of the ICC it was agreed rhat the ICC Chairperson 
should speak in the equivalent to the General Segment 01' the Human 
Rights Couneil with input from regional eoordinating bodies and NHRls 
on issues ofpartieular concern 

o 	 At the 161h session 01' the ICC it was agreed that on all other agenda items 
the regional eoordinati ng bod ies should faci I itate interventions 011 

prioritized areas and that both the ICC, regional coordinating bodies and 
individual NHRls would make interventions, preferably through.ioil1t 
statemenls. Coordinalion should be done under lhe umbrella ofthe ICC to 
aekllowledge which NHRI wishes lO speak on which agenda and ensure 
equilable geographical dislribution in the use of speaking times on 
lhemalie agenda items. 

• 	 NHRls he allocated dcdicated scating in the Coul1cil 
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 • 	 The Council should suprort NHRI engagement with the subsidialJ' bodies 
of the Council 

• 	 NHRls are permittcd to issue documents as official UN documents under 
their o\'\'n symbol numhers 

• 	 The Secretary-Cjencral should continue lo provide. from wilhin exisling 
resources. lhe necessary assistance for holding meetings of the ICC during 
lhe session s 0(' lhe COl11mission, under the auspices oL and in cooperalioll 
wilh. the Oflice orlhe High Commissioner 

• 	 The Secrelary-General should continue to provide. from within existing 
resources and from the UN Volunlary Fund for Technical Cooperation in the 
I:ield 01' 1·luman Rights, the necessary assistancc for intern~tional and 
regional meetings of NHRls 

In the Commission on ¡'Iuman Rights resolution 2005/74, lhe Secrelary General is 
requested to reporl to the Commission on ways and means 01' enhancing participalion 01' 
NHRls in lhe work ofthe Commission. He did so through hi s report E/CN.4/2006/102. 

4. 	 NHRl contribution to new functions of the Human Rights Council 
and review of existing mechanisms 

NllRls are committed to conlrihulc suhstantively lo lhe process of consolidating lhe \York 
01' the Human Righls Council in its Ilrst year of work and lO ensurc inter-session 101l0\v

up 	to lhe resulls aehieved in session based on our construetive and consultalive approach 
lo human righls promotion and protection. NH Rls, regional coordinating bodies and the 
ICC therefore have a role to play in the various lypes of procedures 01' the Council. 
though the exaet nature 01' that role will depend to some extent on the manner in \vhieh 
the Couneil fashions its proeedures and rhe dceisions 01' individual NHRls. 
Srecifieally. NHRls have a role to r1ay in relation lO : 

(a) lhe 	Speciu! f'rocedures or the Commission 011 Human Rights, in particular lhe 
lhematie and country mechanisms, whieh the Council is to "assume, review ando 
where necessary. improve and rationalize ... in order to maintain a system 01' 
sreeial rrocedures, expert advice and a eomrlaint rrocedure" (GA resolllliol1 
60/251. para 6): 

(b) lhe 	 new procedure .f(¡r 1Il1iversu! per¡odic reviell' 01' the perlonnance or a11 
me l11 ber Slales 01' lheir human righls obligations ((GA resolution 60/251, para 
5(e) ; and 

(e) the exereise 	by lhe Couneil 01' its mandale " lo address situations of violalions of 
human righls. including gross and syslematic violations" (GA resolulion 60/251. 
para 3) and "to eonlribute, lhrough dialogue and cooperation, loward s lhe 
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prevention 01' human rights violations and respond promptly to human rights 
emergcncies" (GA rcsolution 60/251. para 5(t)). 

The Human RighlS Couneil, ilS subsidiary bodies and special procedures should thcrefore 
take sleps lo ensure that Ihey seek Ihe participalion and input of NI-/Rls directly and 
through the ICC/regional coordinating oodies into thcir activities and take advantagc. 
where appropriate. 01' the role 01" NI-IRl s as a bridge oetween the international and 
national levels. 

The ICC will submit a Position Paper - Volume 11 on NHRI interaction wilh lhe Special 
Procedures and parlicipation in lhe universal periodic review mechanisl11 ISi Augusl 2006 
lo ronn lhe oasi s for dialogue on fulure inleractions wilh these Illechanisms. 
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